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Abstract

Verifying Effectiveness of the Visa Waiver System in Jeju
for Attracting Foreign Tourists and Policy Implications

Sin, Keummi
Jeju Tourism Organization Tourism Research Center
Kang, Young-Jun

Jeju Tourism Organization Tourism Research Center

In this research, we would like to verify the effectiveness of the visa waiver
system towards foreign tourists which is implemented under the Special Act on
the Establishment of Jeju Special SelfGoverning Province and the Development
of Free International Cities and to derive some policy implications. For this
reason, we have measured the effect of attracting tourists to Jeju by examining
statistical data such as number of visitors to Jeju, real GDP, Korean Won
exchange rates and populations of 9 Asian countries(regions) within the period
from 2007 to 2017. As a result, it is proven that the visa waiver system
attracted 278 per cent larger number of tourists from China, Indonesia and
Vietnam who are only allowed to enter Jeju compared to the tourists from 6
other countries(regions) who are allowed to enter everywhere in South Korea. It
is necessary to carefully look at the way of reducing social cost for supporting
illegal immigrants rather than abolishing the visa waiver system in consideration

on the positive effect of it.

Key words: Jeju, Visa Waiver System, 6 China, Policy Effectiveness



